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of this publication have not been available in this country.
The Mineral Industry, published annually in New York, con-
tains much valuable information. For the United States
reference may be made to the very complete publication
issued annually by the United States Geological Survey under
the title of Mineral Resources of the United States.
The statistical tables in this monograph have been com-
piled from various sources by the staff of the Imperial Insti-
tute, and give in a ready form for reference a mass of in-
formation regarding the production and consumption of lead
in the various countries concerned.* Wherever possible the
period covered is from 1910 to 1920 inclusive, but figures for
the later dates are, in many cases, at present unobtainable,
and the tables are therefore incomplete.
It is hoped that these omissions may be rectified in a
subsequent edition of this monograph.
The largest producer of lead ore in the world is the United
States of America. Next in importance, in the years pre-
ceding the war, were Australia, Germany, Spain and Mexico,
The output of Mexico declined considerably, however, during
the revolution, but has recently been restored. The present
position of Germany is naturally uncertain, but in any case
her production must have diminished considerably, since the
Silesian deposits, from which her main output was derived,
were practically closed down after the armistice, and their
future ownership is still a matter of doubt.
The productions of the remaining European countries, in-
cluding the United Kingdom, are much smaller, and in many
cases are insufficient to meet the domestic demands, which
have therefore to be partly satisfied by imports.
The world's production of dressed lead ore by countries
from 1910 to 1918 is shown, as far as information is obtain-
able, in Table I (page 35), whilst the world's production of
metallic lead, for the same period, is shown in Table II (p. 38).
In the latter the quantities shown include, in most cases, lead
derived from both domestic and imported ores, though there
are certain exceptions, as, for example, the United Kingdom
and the United States.
* Unless otherwise stated, the figures given are from official sources.